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237, ELECTRO“;“CC"MMUN :ATION}DEVICES

1. . Purpose The possession and Silent Use' of Electronic Commumcatlon Devices, 1nclud1ng
Personal Electronic Communication Dewces by Scllool Dlstrlct Students

1tted_’Hdwever the possesston ;
l'dmg Personal Electronic

Ways that negatlvely

| sion and environment, and R
s prohlb1ted in aceordance w1th this Pohcy, other School Dtstrlct policies,

- +| regulations, 1ules - and procedures, ISP, tezms and local State, and federal laws.

AN

" ;Examples of Electronic Communlcatlon Deyices .,,‘nclude smattphones (iPhone,

Blackberry), cellular phones, mobile phones (Wlth recording and/or cameta/wdeo

. .o | and other capabilities and conﬁgmatmns) traditional’ telephones pagers; global .
L iiposmonal system (GPS) 1nst1uments computels pmtable game units; graphic

S »calculatms MP3, music,‘and media players; PDAs; digital cameras; tablet and

’ aptop computets and other s1mtlar devices. Electr onic Commumcatton Devices

- _may also be 1efeued to as electtonlc dewces n other pubhcattons and School
: 'Dlstuct p01101es BT

"Eleett onic Commumeatlon Dev1ces could be deV1ces that are not capable of
‘t1 ans1n1tt1ng telephone communications’ (such as- 1Pads 1ad103) do not have Internet

access (such as School Dlstuct 1ssued and student owned Kindles), are lasets and/or

Definition section for the defined terms generally provided in initial capital letters throughout this Policy.
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are radar communication devices.

Personal Electronic Communication Devices — are Electronic Communication
Devices that are owned by the student.

Silent Use — is the use of Electronic Communication Devices, including Personal
Electronic Communication Devices that make no sound, are inaudible, and are
speechless. Examples of Silent Use include texting and electronic messaging. No
device ringing, ringtones, or sound effects are permitted at any time, unless a teacher
permits such use in an area within the teacher’s control and is not disruptive to other
employees and students.

3. Authority The Board permits Silent Use of Electronic Communication Devices, including
Personal Electronic Communication Devices, by School District students during the

24 P.S.§510 - | school day in School District buildings, on School District property, and while

24 P.S. §1317.1 students are attending School-District-sponsored activities during regular school

Policy 815 hours when they are in compliance with this Policy, other School District policies,

regulations, rules, and procedures, and so long as such use does not interfere with the
students’ educational requirements, responsibilities/duties and performance, the
rights and education of others, and the operation and services of the School District.

Students may use their Personal Electronic Communication Devices with the Sch.
District’s WiFI service and with the students’ 3G/4G cellular service only if they
have written consent from their parent(s)/guardian(s) on a form provided by the
School District (Permission Form). The School District will not be responsible for
Student’s acts conducted through their 3G/4G cellular service. Parent(s)/Guardian(s)
are responsible for their child’s use of their 3G/4G service. This means that
parent(s)/guardian(s) are responsible for their child’s misuse of their Personal
Electronic Communication Devices or Electronic Communication Devices in
violation of this Policy, the Permission Form, and other laws, and they will
|-cooperate with-the-Intermediate Unit-if-disciplinary matters-arise.-Fhe- School SR PR

District will register the students’ Devices.

Policy 815 Building level administrators, in consultation with the Superintendent, and/or

_designee, and in compliance with this Policy, other School District policies,
regulations, rules, and procedures, are authorized to determine the extent of the use
of Electronic Communication Devices, including Personal Electronic
Communication Devices, within their schools, on the school’s property, and/or while
students are attending that school’s sponsored activities during regular school hours.
For example, use of Electronic Communication Devices, including Personal
Electronic Communication Devices, at the elementary grade level may be different
than that at the middle school, and/or high school grade levels.

Unless a teachel and/or punmpai determines otherwise, Electronic Communicatio:
Devices, including Personal Electronic Communication Dev1ces must be turned off = ]

aail”
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4. Delega

" | résponsibl tricting, monitoring;

" | responsible for

upon entering any instructional area and remain off until the student leaves the
instructional area. Instructional areas include, but are not limited to, classrooms,
gymnasiums, practice fields, field trip locations, auditoriums, conference rooms,
band rooms, and chorus rooms.

In addition, unless they must be used for emergency situations, the Electronic
Communication Devices, including Personal
| must remain off during a school ‘evacuation

e R e T e e e T

due to 'the safety and security of all

The:School D1 Strict Wil\l}_iq‘(;)‘t’ pgli_@b},efo,r}tlzg.th?ft,,;lo,ssa damage, misuse, ldan, or
| unauthorized usé of any Pétsonal Electronic Communication Device brought to

- | will Be fised by the Schoo strict to locate stolén or lost PECDs and ECDs,

Students are pérsonally and sol the security of Personal Electron
| Communication Devices and'the privacy of their information and data brought to
school, school events, or School Distri

pf,’co'nﬁtq'll:ihg the personal electronic -
ts; however, it reserves the right to do so. The student is

responsible for any costs of the use (for examiple, monthly
charges), repair, '1ﬁain’teriahde','i'éplai'g:éiﬁ'e;;t,_'_.i_ip’gradg:s, enhancements, or
modifications to.their PECD or ECD: the School District and School District

| employees will not provide such support, -

hic Communication Deyices are loaned. to-or borrowed and/or

s are jointly responsible with the non-owner for the misuse and/or Vidlati'on

, rules, or procedures,

this Policy. .* -

i : The Superint ; al1d/ or demgnee,shall almuallynotlfy students,

- Coj ication Device Policy by publishing the Policy in the student handbook,

newslettér, posted notices, on the School District’s website, and/or any other

- ,‘111._ezth_iodls;: s

| The Superintendent, and/or designee, is responsible for training and retraining
- | administrators and employees who are responsible for the use, supervision,

| discipline, investigation, confiscation, searching, and/or other iatters involving

students’ Electronic. Communication Devices, including Personal Electronic
| Communication Devices, use: : '

| Students must comply with this Policy, other relevant School District policies, -

owners, the owners of the Personal Electronic Communication o
of

Electronic Communication Devices,

s»ch:o'ol-,by a student, and theSchpngi_g;_nrjc} ‘will not guarantee that time or res_ource's'

ic

t property. The School District will not be |

of the use (for example, monthly expenses, voice and data .

iﬁlibfit}{‘_to'pi:e_até :a_nidr_;fén;fofce regulation(s), rules'," L

'.: '”__pg:ﬁﬁ(s)@ué;l'd;:ggg(fsjz'féliipldjge's';_én ‘Guests about the School District’s Electronic 1
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regulations, rules and procedures. Student must compl\ with the guidelines set by
the classroom teacher and/or School District and building level officials for the use
of Electronic Communication Devices, including Personal Electronic
Communication Devices. Students will be held responsible for their conduct in the
use of the Devices and are subject to the consequences provided in Guidelines,
Section (h) of this Policy. .

5. Guidelines a. In accoxdance with this Policy, Electronic Communication Devices, including
Policies 218, 233 Personal Electronic Communication Devices, may be used in authorized areas or as
determined by the School District administration as follows:

+  For educational or instructional purposes

. Before and after school, in the cafeteria at lunchtime, in the hallways during
the passing of classes, on the School District’s bus if authorized by the bus driver,
and in the library and a study hall if authorized by the teacher.

. When the educational, safety, emergency, medical, or security use of the = ¢
Electronic Communication Devices, including Personal Communication Devices, by
the student is approved by the building level administrator, or designee, or the
student’s IEP team. In such cases, the student’s use must be supew1sed by a School

District professional.

b. In accordance with this Policy, Electronic Communication Devices, including
Personal Electronic Communication Devices, may not be used in unauthorized areas
or as determined by the School District administration as follows:

24 P.S.§1317.1 «  The Board strictly prohibits possession by students on school grounds, at
School District-sponsored activities, and on buses or other vehicles provided by the
School District any non-School District-owned laser pointers, or laser pointer
__|.attachments,-and.any-Electronic-Communication. Devices including Personal- e o o

Electronic Communication Devices, that ale hazardous or harmful to students,
employees, and the School District, These include, but not limited to, devices that
control/interfere with the operation of the buildings’ systems, facilities and
infrastructure, or digital network. No exception or permission may be authorized by
the principal, or designee, or anyone for students to possess or use such devices.

»  During tests, examinations, and/or assessments, unless the teacher authorizes
such use. When Electronic Communication Devices, including Personal Electronic
Communication Devices, are not permitted to be used during tests, examinations,
and/or assessments they must be stored in closéd items such as pocketbooks and
book bags, and may not be visible or turned on. For example they may not be placed
on the desktop, table or on an 1ndw1dual’s lap. :

«  To cheat, engage in unethical conduct, and threaten academic integrity. “T
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* Toaccess and/or view Internet websites that are blocked by the School
District. Examples include, but are not limited to, social media sites, and

“Inappropriate matter” as defined in the School District’s Acceptable Use Policy and
Social Media Policy.

. * To takeaction th’at'invade's the privacy rights of any student or employee,
wviolate the Tights of any student or staff nember, or harass, threaten, intimidate,
11y any student, emiployee, or'g lest, note or engage in
violence. Actions include, but not limited to, taking ati' individual’s photo without

.| consent, recording an;indi_yiﬂdual,’sr'yQiqe_Qli_in_lage without consent, or
| storing/accessing personal and/or aéademic information/data without consent.

* Inlocker rooms, bathrooms, dressing rooms, swimming pool areas, and any |

other changing areas.

.+ Inthe hallways and during the changing of classes.

) ;fTb'¢1;eat§i,"sféiigi,"f{share‘,'-Vi'ew,.oi'.‘d_i%Sérh’iijété;Séigué»lly explicit, obscene,

pomographic, child pornographic, lewd images or video content, such as acts may be |-

a crime under state and/or federal law. -

~+ ""To disrupt the educational and learriing environmerit.
c. Electi'011ic Communication Devicés,“includ'ingvPersonal Electronic »
Communication Devices, that violate this Policy, other relevant School District *

policies, regulations; rules, and procedures shall be confiscated. The confiscated -
Devices shall not be returned until a conference is held with a parent or guardian.

d. Ifschool officials have reasb_nablc Suspicion that this Policy, other relevant

School District policies, regulations; rules, procedures, and laws are violated by the
student’s use of Electronic Commﬁnication Devices, including Personal Electronic
Communication Devices, and that the use of these devices materially and
substantially disrupt the school’s atmosphere, the devices may be lawfully searched

in accordance with the law, and/or the Electronic Communication Devices and

Personal Electronic Communication Devices may be turned over to law enforcement
when warranted. : ' '

e. Students should have no expécfation ofprivécy when uéing the School District-
owned Electronic Communication Devices and when using the School District’s

WiF1 or other service(s). In addition, students should have no expectation of privacy

when they use Personal Electronic Communication Devices on the School District’s
WiFi or other service(s). - S :

f. When legally required and/or when in the interest of the student, the student’s
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parent/guardian shall be notified.

g. If an Electronic Communication Device, including a Personal Electronic
Communication Device, is suspected of being stolen it shall be turned over to law

enforcement.

h. Disciplinary consequences shall be in accordance with the School District’s
policies, regulations, rules, and procedures, including but not limited to Student
Discipline, Acceptable Use, Bullying/Cyberbullying, Harassment, Social Media, and

other polices.

i. - Violations of this Policy should be reported to the student’s principal, or
designee.

References:

School Code —24 P.S. §510, 1317.1

Electronic Communications Privacy Act—18 U.S.C. § 2510 et seq.
Wiretapping and Electronic Surveillance Act—18 Pa. C.S.A. § 5703
Federal Children's Internet Protection Act - 47 U.S.C. § 254
Pennsylvania Child Internet Protection Act — 24 P.S. § 4601 et seq. .
Bullying Act — 24 P.S. § 13-1303.1-A /
School Board Policies, Regulations, Rules, and Procedures




